APA Parenthetical Citation Examples
(Citing an author in the text of your paper)

APA style uses parenthetical in-text citations to tell readers where you obtained your information or ideas.

You must credit any information you get from another source, including paraphrased text, direct quotations,

and original ideas.

In-text citations usually contain the author’s last name
and the date of publication, and are usually placed at
the end of the sentence or paragraph that refers to the
source.

Example: 4 journal article written by John Smith,
published in 2005, would be cited like this in the text of
the paper.

Many students have difficulty learning APA style at first
(Smith, 2005).

or

Smith (2005) stated that many students have difficulty
learning APA style.

If there is no author, use the first few words in the title
of the source in quotes. If there is no publication date,
use the initials n.d.

Example: 4 Web page called “Student Guide to Using
APA,” with no publication date would be cited like this
in the text of the paper.

It is important to use APA correctly so that others can
verify your research (“Student Guide,” n.d.).

Note: Do not include the URL of a website you cite in
the body of your paper. The URL will be included in
your reference page at the end of the paper.

If you are quoting directly from a source, you must
include the page number the quote is found on.

Example: 4 quote by John Smith, published in a book
in 2002 would be cited like this in the text of the paper.

Smith (2002) stated, “Quite a few students encounter
difficulties whenever they attempt to learn APA for the
first time” (p. 122).

or

“Quite a few students encounter difficulties whenever
they attempt to learn APA for the first time” (Smith,
2002, p. 122).

If you are quoting from a quote within a source
(secondary work), you reference the source you are
using, not the source of the quote.

Example: 4 study by Seidenberg and McClelland cited
in an article by Coltheart, Curtis, Atkins, & Haller in
1993 would be cited like this in the text of the paper.

“Seidenberg and McClelland’s study (as cited in
Coltheart, Curtis, Atkins, & Haller, 1993, p. 53) fills a
major gap in previous research.”

or

Coltheart (1993, p. 53) cited the study by Seidenberg
and McClelland, “fills a major gap in precious research.”

Note: Whenever possible, use the primary source. Avoid
using secondary sources in your paper.
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What is APA format?

The American Psychological Association (APA), both a professional association and a publisher, has
since 1929 established style rules or procedures to encourage ease of reading, accuracy, and

respect in scholarly communication. In July, 2009, the 6th edition of the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association was published.

Publicationr
Mdn\)w\ In addition to updating reference citation examples to include new media, the editors focused on key

research issues of handling metadata, conducting research, and ethical issues.

New changes with the 6™ edition

B Manual: Reorganized chapters to better follow flow

of publishing

- Sample paper moved to Chapter 2

- Reference citations examples part of Chapter 7 (more
examples online)

B Format: Now use double space following periods within the
text for ease of reading. Reference lists still use single space
following all punctuation.

B DOI: If a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available, you do
not need to cite the URL or the database from which the
information is retrieved (see examples in this guide).

B No DOI: If no DOI is available for content retrieved online,
use the publication home page URL instead of listing the
database. Follow this example: Retrieved from

Be sure to check out the APA Style website
http://www.apatyle.org/learn/ with tutorials

and other resources for learning APA style.
http://www.xxxxxxx. No retrieval date is needed.

How do | get help?

B Always check with your Instructor. He or she is the final authority on what your paper should look like, even
if his or her requirements differ from the guidelines outlined in the APA manual!

B Online Writing Center consultants are available.
- Visit their webpage: http://www.nu.edu/OurPrograms/StudentServices/writingcenter.html
- Make an appointment for an online consultation: http://tutor.nu.edu/

B Librarians are available for reference assistance.
- Call 1-866-NU-ACCESS (x7900 or “Library”)
- Send an e-mail refdesk@nu.edu

Library Writing Center
refdesk@nu.edu http://tutor.nu.edu
To ask for reference assistance To schedule a consultation
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Note: Reference entries are double-spaced with a hanging indent. One space follows all punctuation.
Give the author’s last name and first initials. Place parentheses around the publication date. Capitalize
the first word of the title, subtitle, and proper nouns (if any). Italicize the title of the work and volume
number (if any).

If you cannot find an example for your citation, follow the closest model in the APA manual:

American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.



