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Both ethics and the law are 

concerned with right and wrong..

Ethics:  A set of values defining what is right, fair, and just.


Example:  You learned at an early age that it was wrong to take another person’s property without permission.


You learned in the first years of school not to steal another person’s test answers and put them on your test.  You may be punished by your parents or school officials because they expect you not to cheat.

Laws:  Rules of conduct recognized by society as binding and enforceable by the authorities.


Example:  It is illegal to take another’s property without permission.  The law provides punishment for people who steal.


Although cheating on tests is unethical, it is not illegal.  You will not go to jail.

Ethical and legal issues are major concerns of our society today.  Which ones are you most aware of?  Ethical?
Legal?

How can we tell if something is unethical but still legal?

Should we go ahead and do something that’s legal even if we know it’s unethical?

The clearest measurement for your choice to act?  If it’s legal, it’s probably ethical.
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