WRITTEN CODES OF ETHICS
Businesses, government, and individuals may have to make difficult ethical decisions that are not as obvious as whether or not to cheat on a test.
Ethics:  The Bible (Ten Commandments, The Gospels); The Constitution, ??
Laws:  Local, state, and federal 


A code (any system of rules and regulations) of ethics is written guidelines of conduct for both internal and external issues of a business or organization or group.
Societal Expectations:  Society, which consists of people like us, decides how businesses, government, and individuals should behave while carrying out their functions.

Society has always expected these functions to be conducted fairly and honestly.

Ethical concerns bring about changes in these codes.  Can you name some ethical changes which have taken place in our society?

Personal Moral Code
Customs, experiences, and personal beliefs enter into every choice you make.
From the day you were born, you began to develop a personal moral code.

Parents, relatives, friends, schools, religious affiliations, and organizations have helped to shape you as an individual.

Personal Moral Code:  Unwritten values learned from parents and other outside influences that help shape each individual.

Although no two people have exactly the same moral code, we expect that generally everyone in our society has a similar understanding of what is right, fair, and just.

ASSIGNMENT:

What is YOUR personal moral code?  

Make a list of all the values (acts, customs, institutions, regarded in a favorable way by a people, ethnic group, profession, religion) you can think of that govern your behavior. Write each in a complete sentence.  You will eventually choose the two or three most important and write an essay about yourself as exemplified by these values.
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This will be your “Code of Conduct” for this class.  Sign it and date it when you have finished.










