
Many choices are made in Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and Juliet, and those choices drive the play’s action, which ultimately ends in tragedy. Juliet’s decisions are instrumental in the final outcome, and they warrant close examination. Since all the characters impact the story’s plot, then it is important to understand what informs those decisions. Juliet’s naïveté impedes her ability to make good choices, and the outcome is tragic.

Juliet’s lack of worldly experience makes her susceptible to fits of passion. For example, at the night of her family’s ball, Juliet spots Romeo and after a brief encounter, she exclaims, “My only love, sprung from my only hate!/Too early seen unknown, and known too late!/Prodigious birth of love it is to me/That I must love a loathed enemy” (Act I, Scene V, lines 140-144). Because Juliet has no experience with romance, she acts impulsively and believes her feelings are indicative of true love. Juliet’s choice to love her enemy is her first unwise decision.


Juliet’s fits of passion lead her to act deceptively. Because she is naïve, she fails to consider the consequences of her actions
. In Act II, scene III, lines 169-170, Juliet pledges to marry Romeo in secret, “What o’clock tomorrow shall I send to thee?”
 And with this statement, their hearts are promised in holy matrimony. Unfortunately, this decision will lead to her demise
.


Juliet’s ill-advised marriage now stands in the way of her parents’ proposed marriage to Paris. This makes Juliet desperate. Because she is naïve, she fails to understand that decisions made in desperation never end well. For example, in order to hold onto her secret marriage, she agrees to fake her death. In Act IV, scene III, Juliet tells her mother, “Farewell! God knows when we shall meet again” (line 14). Because Juliet is immature, she is unaware of the reality of her statement. Taking a potion to fake one’s death is foolhardy at best, and ultimately what was meant to be pretend results in her actual death.
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