Mark Keppel High School 
                    English 1-2             
                  2014-2015
Shelia Sutton, MA, NBCT

Course Objectives

This course presents a balanced program of reading, writing, and critical thinking instruction with the aim of preparing students for college-level work.  

1) Students will read a diverse range of literature and non-fiction texts.

2) Students will participate in various writing activities including narrative, expository, and persuasive modes. 

3) Students will learn written language conventions, effective oral communication, and research techniques.

4) Students will engage in critical thought on themes, motifs, and other ideas presented in literature, going beyond plot to analyze use of literary devices and their effects.
Classroom Expectations

1) RESPECT- me, yourself, your classmates, and your school.

2) Be present- physically and mentally- ready to learn ON TIME, EVERY TIME.

3) All electronics (cell phones, MP3 players, tablets, etc) will be turned off BEFORE entering class. These objects are subject to confiscation by the teacher.

4) No food or drink except water.

5) Be an ACTIVE, SUPPORTIVE, and PRODUCTIVE member of this learning community.

Suggested Daily Materials

You are expected to come to class prepared to learn. Please bring:
1) A Positive Learning Attitude 

2) Any Assigned Homework


3) 1 Inch 3-Ring Binder with Dividers (see below)

4) Writing Utensils (pens, pencils, erasers, highlighters, lined paper)


Computer and Printer
Students are responsible for making arrangements for use of a computer or printer prior to the day an assignment is due. Printing is available free of charge in the career center or for 10 cents a sheet in the library before and after school. Computers are available in the career center and library.

Assignments

3 Ring Binder (1 Inch)- Students are required to have one (1) binder with dividers. In-class assignments and notes will be collected in this binder. It is important that this be solely for use in English class because it will be collected and held by the teacher periodically for grading. There should be five (5) dividers in this binder labeled as follows: Daily Agendas, Lesson Calendars, Notes, Handouts, and Passed Back Work. 
Grade Checks- Parents and students are encouraged to use the Parent Portal frequently to check grades. Teacher will assign periodic grade reports to provide parents and students time to reflect on progress toward learning goals.
Additional Credit

No extra credit will be given, but optional assignments are available for additional credit. It is up to students to take advantage of these opportunities as they arise, as no opportunities will be available at the end of the semester.

Make-up Work

Make-up work is available only for students with excused absences. It is your responsibility to ask for the assigned/collected work on the day you return from an absence. Students who miss class should check the class website for the daily agenda, and copies of any handouts. You have one week to arrange for a make-up quiz or test. Failure to do so will result in a zero.
Late Work

Late work will lose 10% of its value for every day it is late and may not be accepted at all depending on the assignment. You will be given ample notice on the due dates for assignments. TURN YOUR WORK IN ON TIME, EVERY TIME. No additional copies of work will be given, but may be available on the class website.
Grading 

The traditional school grading scale will be followed (100-90% = A; 89%-80%= B; 79-70%= C; 69%-60% = D, 59%-below= F.)
Exams: 25%; Homework: 20%, Projects: 15%, Papers: 15%, Classwork: 10%, Quizzes: 10%, Participation: 5%, 

Interventions for Failing Students

The primary reason for student failure is not doing homework. Homework assignments are posted on my website daily. You are encouraged to check the website if your student tells you they have no homework, as this is rarely the case. Student grades are updated regularly on Powerschool Parent Portal, which can be accessed via password through any computer with an Internet connection. Your personal password is available in the guidance office. I will also provide phone calls home for students with Ds and Fs, including an escalating scale of interventions.

1st Month on phone call list- Phone call or email home to notify parent.

2nd Month on phone call list- Phone call home. Individual student conference.

3rd Month on phone call list- Phone call home. Parent conference with or without student present. Detention until missing work is completed.

4th Month on phone call list- Phone call home. Assigned mandatory lunch or afterschool detention for tutoring until grade improves. Referral to Guidance for intervention and SST meeting with parents and Assistant Principal. 
Disciplinary Procedures

Students are expected to follow all school and class rules. Inappropriate and offensive behavior will be addressed by the 3 Strikes Rule: 


First Strike = verbal warning; 


Second Strike = lunch or after-school detention, parent phone call; 

Third Strike = removal from the classroom, parent phone calls and/or conferences, and/or referrals to administrators. 

Attendance

Regular attendance and punctuality is expected of every student. Students must be seated in their assigned seats by the time the bell rings. All excused absences must be cleared within three days through the attendance office. Tardies and unexcused absences will result in referrals to Alternative Make-Up Time (AMT) after earning 10 demerits/ month per school policy. Unexcused absences are worth 5 demerits, tardies of more than 30 minutes are worth 4, and tardies of any time period are worth 2. 

Excessive tardies or absences or multiple referrals to AMT may result in referrals to the Student Attendance Review Board and additional disciplinary action taken by the school and/or district. 

First Tardy- warning, reminder of consequences of tardies and unexcused absences.

1st Referral to Alternative Make-Up Time (AMT)- Phone call home.

2nd Referral to AMT- Phone call home. Lowering of citizenship grade. Possible placement on “wake-up” list for 6am EdConnect phone call. 

3rd Referral to AMT- Phone call home. Lowering of citizenship grade. In-class lunch or afterschool detention any day a tardy occurs. 

4th Referral to AMT- Phone call home. Lowering of citizenship grade. In-class lunch or afterschool detention any day a tardy occurs. Assigned 500 word essay “Why it’s important to be on time.”

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty

Plagiarism is a growing concern in high school and university settings across the country. With the Internet at most people’s fingertips, the temptation to cheat is sometimes insurmountable. Plagiarism or cheating has a zero tolerance policy.  
Plagiarism includes quoting or paraphrasing sources (including from the Internet) without acknowledgement, submitting work produced either wholly by someone else, and copying someone else’s paper.  Any student that is deemed to have engaged in any type of academic dishonesty will receive an automatic “F” (zero credit) on the assignment, a referral to the Dean of Student Services, a phone call home, and a cheating letter placed in their permanent file, per Mark Keppel High School policy, no matter the size or scope of the incident. There are no exceptions to this rule. There are no “second chances.” There will be no more warnings. 
If there are any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, students are encouraged to ask the teacher PRIOR to turning in their assignment. Please see attached handout for more information on plagiarism.
If you have any questions, concerns, or need additional support, please do not hesitate to contact me. Please note that communication received after 9pm, before 7am, on weekends, and during school hours may not be immediately returned, and the best way to contact me is via email. 

Please return this sheet only with a parent signature for 15 points.
We have read these policies and reviewed them with our student. We understand the guidelines for Mrs. Alburger’s English class. Mrs. AP will periodically send email notifications including assignment calendars of important dates; so accurate parent email addresses are essential. 
______________________________________________________________________________
Print Student Name

               
 Period


Student Signature

______________________________________________________________________________
Print Parent / Guardian Name





Parent / Guardian Signature




______________________________________________________________________________
Student Email







Parent Email

Primary Language at Home

My student learns best (how):




My student has these learning needs/challenges:

Other information I would like to share about my student:

Alburger_Marina@ausd.us   www.mkhsalburger.weebly.com   Tutoring available by appointment

